Creating light motion trails & glowing sparks

2007 at 10.09 am posted by Veerle Pieters

A technique often used in advertising these days, is these glowing lines. They look like light motion trails.
If you ever wondered how to create these kind of lines, here is how I do it...

LIGHT MOTION TRAILS

DRAWING A LINE

DRAW A NICE THIN CURVED FILLED LINE IN PHOTOSHOP USING THE PEN TOOL.

ADD A GLOW

DOUBLE CLICK THE SHAPE LAYER ON THE RIGHT TO ACTIVATE THE EFFECTS. CHECK THE
OUTER GLOW OPTION AND PLAY WITH THE COLOR, TRANSPARENCY,... THAT'S
BASICALLY IT. | THINK THE HARDEST PART IS FINDING THE EXACT SETTING AND
DRAWING THE EXACT LINE YOU WANT.
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GLOWING SPARKS

CREATE THE RIGHT BRUSH

CREATE A BRUSH USING THE FOLLOWING SETTINGS. CHOOSE THE DEFAULT SOFT ROUND
21 PX BRUSH. GO TO THE BRUSHES PALETTE AND EDIT THE FOLLOWING SETTINGS:
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CHANGE THE SPACING IN THE BRUSH TIP SHAPE TO 222%
CHECK SHAPE DYNAMICS AND CHANGE THE SIZE JITTER TO 100%
CHECK SCATTERING, CHECK BOTH AXES AND PUT THE SCATTER TO 775%

DRAW A RANDOM LINE USING THE BRUSH

CHOOSE A LIGHT COLOR THAT WILL MATCH PERFECT FOR THE GLOWING SPARKLING
DOTS. DRAW A RANDOM LINE USING THE BRUSH. THAT'S IT ;)
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TRAIL OF STARS

AS AN EXTRA WE CREATE A TRAIL OF STARS. LAUNCH ILLUSTRATOR, CREATE A NEW
DOCUMENT AND DRAW A GROUP OF RANDOM STARS USING THE STAR SHAPE TOOL. YOU
CAN USE A CIRCLE AS A GUIDE (DRAW A CIRCLE AND HIT COMMAND/CONTROL + 5).
SELECT ALL STARS AND DRAG THEM IN THE SYMBOLS PALETTE. NOW SELECT THE
SYMBOL SPRAYER TOOL, CHOOSE THE STARS AS SYMBOL TO SPRAY WITH AND DRAW THE
TRAIL. YOU MAY NEED TO EXPERIMENT A BIT WITH THE SYMBOL SPRAYER TOOL
SETTINGS. DO THIS BY DOUBLE CLICKING THE SYMBOL SPRAYER TOOL IN THE TOOLBOX.
IF YOU GOT YOUR TRAIL, SELECT ALL STARS AND GO TO OBJECT > EXPAND. SELECT ALL
STARS, GO TO PHOTOSHOP AND PASTE YOUR STARS AS A SHAPE LAYER. FILL THEM IN
THE COLOR YOU WANT, ADD SOME TRANSPARENCY OR A GRADIENT MASK ETC. PLAY
AROUND.
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END RESULT
THE END RESULT COULD BE SOMETHING LIKE THIS:






