
Creating light motion trails & glowing sparks 

A technique often used in advertising these days, is these glowing lines. They look like light motion trails. 

If you ever wondered how to create these kind of lines, here is how I do it…  

L I GHT  MOT ION  TRA I L S  

DRAW ING  A  L INE  

DR AW  A  N I C E  T H I N  C URV ED  F I L L ED  L I N E  I N  PHOTO SHOP  U S I NG  T HE  P EN  TOO L .  

 

ADD  A  GLOW  

DOUB LE  C L I CK  TH E  SH AP E  L AYE R  ON  TH E  R I GHT  TO  ACT I V ATE  TH E  E F F EC TS .  CH EC K  T HE  

OUT ER  G LOW  OPT ION  A ND  P LA Y  W I TH  T HE  CO LOR ,  TRA N SPA RENC Y , . . .  TH AT ' S  

BA S I C AL LY  I T .  I  TH I N K  TH E  H AR DE ST  PAR T  I S  F I ND I NG  T HE  EXAC T  S ET T I NG  AND  

DR AW ING  TH E  E XACT  L I NE  YOU  WANT .  

 

G LOW I NG  SP ARK S  

CREATE  THE  R IGHT  BRUSH  

CREA TE  A  BR USH  U S I NG  TH E  FO L LOW I NG  SE TT I NG S .  CHOO SE  TH E  D EF AULT  S O FT  ROUND  

2 1  P X  B RUSH .  GO  T O  T HE  B RUSH ES  PAL ET TE  AND  ED I T  TH E  FO LLOW ING  S E TT I NG S :  
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CHANGE  T HE  S PAC I NG  I N  TH E  B RU SH  T I P  S HA PE  T O  2 22%   

CHE CK  S HA PE  D Y NAM I C S  AND  CHANGE  T HE  S I Z E  J I T TER  TO  1 00%   

CHE CK  SC ATT ER I NG ,  CH EC K  BOTH  AX E S  AND  PU T  T HE  SC ATT ER  TO  7 75%   

DRAW A  RANDOM  L INE  US I NG  THE  BRUSH  

CHOOS E  A  L I GH T  C OLOR  THAT  W I L L  MA TCH  P E RFEC T  FOR  TH E  G LOW ING  S PA RKL I NG  

DO TS .  D RAW  A  RA NDOM  L I N E  U S I NG  TH E  B RU SH .  T HA T ' S  I T  ; )  

 

T RA I L  O F  S TA R S  

A S  AN  E XT RA  WE  CRE ATE  A  TRA I L  O F  S TA R S .  LA UNCH  I L LU S TRA TOR ,  CR EAT E  A  N EW  

DOCUMENT  AND  DR AW  A  GROU P  OF  RANDOM  S TAR S  U S I NG  TH E  S TA R  S HA PE  TOO L .  YOU  

CAN  U SE  A  C I R C LE  A S  A  GU I D E  ( DR AW  A  C I RCL E  AND  H I T  COMMAND /CONTROL  +  5 ) .  

S E LE CT  A L L  S TA R S  AND  D RAG  TH EM  I N  TH E  S YMBOL S  PAL ETT E .  NOW  SE LE CT  TH E  

SYMBOL  SP RAY ER  TOO L ,  CHOO S E  TH E  ST AR S  A S  SYMBOL  TO  S PRA Y  W I TH  A ND  D RAW  TH E  

TRA I L .  YOU  M AY  N E ED  TO  EX PE R IM ENT  A  B I T  W I TH  T HE  SYMBOL  S PRA YE R  TOOL  

SE TT I NG S .  DO  TH I S  BY  DOUB L E  C L I C K I NG  THE  S YM BO L  SP RAY ER  T OO L  I N  TH E  T OO LBOX .  

I F  YOU  GOT  Y OU R  TRA I L ,  S E L ECT  A L L  ST AR S  A ND  G O  T O  O BJ EC T  >  E X PAND .  S E L EC T  A LL  

ST AR S ,  GO  TO  PHOTO SHOP  AND  PA ST E  Y OU R  S TAR S  A S  A  SH APE  L AYE R .  F I L L  TH EM  I N  

THE  CO LOR  Y OU  WANT ,  A DD  S OME  TRAN S PA RENCY  O R  A  G RAD I ENT  MA SK  E TC .  P LA Y  

AROUND .  

 

END  R E SUL T  

THE  END  R E SUL T  COULD  BE  S OM ETH ING  L I K E  TH I S :  



 


