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Abstract

While pathological nostalgia belongs to non-constructive memory, aesthetic nostalgia
schould be seen as a kind of constructive memory. This study aims to describe how
aesthetic nostalgia in theatre can be realized as an element of theatrical memory.
For this purpose, I analyze two theatrical performances. First, the playwright and
director Kanasugi Tadao uses a famous melody by Mozart as the central signifier for
nostalgia in “Pounding Hearts After Scool” (1987). Second, Tadeusz Kantor in his
“The Death Class” (1975), although using, as with Kanasugi, a well known waltz-
melody as the central sign of nostalgia, breaks off the melody repeatedly, so that the
negation of nostalgia is effectuated.
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