1 arduous

Part 1

(S)Today, I’m very happy to be talking with Professor Norma Field from the University of Chicago, who is actually the author of the main text of your reading material. Now, thank you very much, Professor Field, for joining us on this English 1 program.
(F)Thank you so much. It’s a great pleasure for me, and I’m so glad you actually came to Otaru.

Part 2

(S)When I first read the text of your address, I thought that it was a very good message, probably designed to inculcate the students with the importance of society. But {er} after reading {er} some of Kobayashi Takiji’s novels, knowing that you are an expert on them, I thought that the idea of individuality, or individual group dichotomy, might have come from your experience of researching into Kobayashi Takiji’s literature. Is that true?

(F)Actually, no. It’s the opposite! It’s the opposite: {I had, I hadn’t} I was very far from imagining then, that I might work on Kobayashi Takiji. {Um} So probably it’s the person I was, coming up with that address, {um} that {um} led me to researching Takiji, and not the other way.
Part 3

{Um} I, I think that in that address, I was thinking that there’s inequality in {ah} how much people are---young people, all of us---are encouraged to feel individual. Some, some people---some of us--- grow up being very much affirmed as individuals. Others of us do not. And there’s a real unbalance between whether we feel totally free and self-determining, or feel utterly helpless and determined. {Um} neither of which, I think, is a very {uh} useful way to be in the world.

Part 4

{I’m a more} I’m a bleaker person now, than when I made that address. I find that {um} the values I was trying to communicate then {um} ---which I don’t renounce at all---but I find it much more of a struggle to say, “This is what I think is truly important in education and beyond.” So, what I’m beginning to learn now is {um} the importance, the responsibility, of being hopeful. Sometimes, I feel, being older now, that the world is not going to get better in my lifetime, and then I say, ”But if you look at most of human history, its dark..” Most of human history is dark.. Our age is probably not outstanding, in that sense. So then, what are the intellectual, and emotional, and {um} indeed spiritual kinds of discipline we need, to live with hope, which is, I think, and obligation we have to each other.
